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to relax their efforts in the war of liberation until King
Shahu had been freed and the Moghuls driven from the
land of the Marathas. He raised Ramchandra Bavdekar
to the presidency of the council and bade the other
ministers be guided by the old stateman's wisdom and
experience. Then dismissing them, he composed his mind
and met death with the firmness with which he had so
often faced his enemies. (5th March 1700 Falgun Wadya,
9th, Shake 1621.)

English historians have united in praising the placable
temper, the regular life and the open-handed generosity
of Rajaram. But he has been charged with complicity in
the murder of Santaji G-horpade, The only original
authority that I have seen, that fastens on Rajaram a
share in that gallant soldier's death is Scott's Deccan*
But the Musulman historian therein translated has explained
that Santaji Ghorpade, according to the regent's informa-
tion, entered into a treasonable plot against him. This
was not unlikely in view of Santaji's previous conduct.
Nor did the times allow of formal investigation. Thus at
most it can be said that Rajaram, acting on evidence
before him, ordered Santaji's execution. But there is no
reason to suppose that this historian is correct. Khafi
Khan, a far more reliable authority, has laid no blame
on the regent. He has ascribed the general's murder to
the enmity of Dhanaji Jadav and Nagoji Mane. This view
derives support from the fact that these officers made a
common cause with the Moghul Firoz Jang, a course
which Rajaram would certainly not have tolerated* It
may be urged that the regent should at least have punished
Dhanaji Jadav. Against a settled government this charge
would have hacl some weight. But in times as difficult as
those in which Rajaram ruled, it is impossible to expect
perfect justice. Rajaram had just lost his best general.
To have punished Dhanaji Jadav as he deserved, would
have involved the loss of the only other Maratha captain
who had so far shewn himself of outstanding ability, whose